
Introduced by Council Members Love, Holt and Yarborough: 
RESOLUTION 2011-606 
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING SENIOR OFFICER ALDON SIMS, JR. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Senior Officer Aldon Sims, Jr. joined the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office as a Patrolman on August 9, 1988; and

WHEREAS, Officer Sims has served twenty-three years with intense honor and commitment throughout his career in numerous zones in the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Officer Sims has always been known for his professionalism and his enthusiasm in his work with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, and has been a valuable role model and mentor for young police officers over the course of his twenty-three years; and
     WHEREAS, he has always been well liked and highly respected in the field, looking out for the safety and well-being of his fellow officers, and has served as a “moral compass” to a generation of officers through his display of personal integrity and service to mankind; and
     WHEREAS, on one occasion Officer Sims bravely restrained and disarmed a woman armed with a semi-automatic handgun who threatened to commit suicide, therefore preventing injury to her, nearby civilians, and fellow officers; and 

WHEREAS, Officer Sims exhibited the utmost bravery in action during his single-handed apprehension of an armed robbery suspect while off duty and unarmed, after being shot by the suspect in his abdomen and seriously wounded; and
     WHEREAS, this heroic and selfless act resulted in the award by the Sheriff of both the Medal of Valor and Purple Heart Award to Officer Sims, and became an episode dramatically replayed in season 2, episode 17 of the TV docudrama, “Top Cops”; and

     WHEREAS, Officer Sims has a well-deserved reputation for exhibiting deep concern for the citizens with whom he has come into contact in the most trying of circumstances, comforting the victims of accidents, crimes, medical emergencies and other tragedies with compassion and reassurance; and


WHEREAS, Officer Aldon Sims, Jr., having received numerous awards and letters of appreciation, has served the City with distinction and honor, setting a high standard of service that may be emulated but never equaled, and will surely be missed by the citizens of Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, Senior Officer Aldon Sims will be retiring from active duty on September 30, 2011 and the Council wishes to thank him for his years of dedicated service; now therefore
     BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.
  The City hereby honors and commends Senior Officer Aldon Sims, Jr. on the occasion of his retirement from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and thanks him for his twenty-three years of outstanding service to the City and its citizens.

Section 2.
  Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature
Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Kevin Kuzel, ECA / District-14; Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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